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Guru Gobind Singh Ji 

Key Facts :
1. Guru Gobind Singh, the only son of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji and Mata Gujri Ji was born Gobind Rai,  on December, 22,1666 at Patna. 

2. On the site of the house at Patna in which Gobind Rai was born and where he spent his early childhood now stands the Takht Sri Harimandar Sahib, one of the five most honoured seats of religious authority for the Sikhs. 

3. Gobind Rai was escorted to Anandpur (then known as Chakk Nanaki) inn the foothills of the Sivaliks where he reached in March 1672 and where his early education began.

4. He was barely nine years of age when Guru Tegh Bahadur was put to death for defying the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb and  was formally installed Guru on the Baisakhi on 29 March 1676.. After Guru Tegh Bahadur’s martyrdom, Gobind Rai was taken to the small town of Paonta, where he spent many years learning Persian, Sanskrit, Braj and Punjabi. 

5. Young Gobind Rai had a natural genius for poetic composition and his early years were spent in this pursuit. The Var Sri Bhagauti Ji Ki, popularly called Chandi di Var. written in 1684, was his first composition and his only major work in the Punjabi language. The poem depicted the legendary contest between the gods and the demons as described in the Markandeya Purana . The choice of a warlike theme for this and a number of his later compositions such as the two Chandi Charitras, mostly in Braj, was made to infuse martial spirit among his followers to prepare them to stand up against injustice and tyranny. 

6. As he grew up in Paonta, Gobind Rai had a lot of time to reflect upon the martyrdom of Guru Arjan and Guru Tegh Bahadur and develop his philosophy of active resistance to oppression. He came to the conclusion that taking up arms in the defense of the weak and oppressed was completely justifiable and in fact necessary. This sentiment was later reflected in the Zafarnama, a letter he wrote to the emperor Aurangzeb in which he proclaimed :  
cu kwr Az hmh hIlqy dr guzSq

hlwl Asqu burdn b SmSyr dsq
When all other means have failed, it is permissible to draw the sword’.
7. Like his grandfather, Gobind Rai encouraged Sikhs to be strong and armed them. He was himself well trained in horsemanship and in the use of weapons.

8. His increasing influence among the people and martial stance aroused the jealousy of the neighboring Hindu Rajput hill rulers, who led by Raja Bhim Chand of Bilaspur decided to attack him. They bought over a contingent of Pathans who were in Gobind Rai’s service and combining them with their forces launched an attack. The Guru met the enemy at Bhangani, about six miles away from Paonta and defeated them. The Guru’s first battle was fought and won in 1686.

9. The Guru then left Paonta and returned to Anandpur which he fortified in view of the continuing hostility of the Rajput chiefs as well as of the repressive policy of the imperial government at Delhi. 

10. The Guru’s second battle was fought at Nadaun in 1687 against the Mughal commander Hussain Khan. This time the Hindu Rajas were on his side, but despite a victory they settled with the Mughal commander to pre-empt further attacks.

11. Subsequent to this battle, the Guru was left alone for about twelve years, time that he spent reorganizing his followers. He built a chain of forts around Anandpur – Anandgarh, Kesgarh, Lohgarh and Fatehgarh.

12. This was a time of great intellectual activity in Anandpur. Guru Gobind Rai selecte five scholars from among his disciples and sent them to Benaras to learn Sanskrit and Hindu philosophy. This gave rise to a school of Sikh theologians known as Nirmalas.

13. Poets and bards from all over flocked to the Guru’s court. Most prominent among them, were Bhai Nand Lal Goya who was a master of the Persian language and Bhai Mani Singh who was a great Sikh scholar. There were fiftytwo bards resident in Anandpur; each evening the Guru’s compositions as well as the Bards’, extolling heroic deeds would be recited, creating an atmosphere of Chardi Kala and tremendous martial spirit.

14. The Guru also raised four sons at Anadpur, Ajit Singh, Jujhar Singh, Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh.
15. Pondering the state of the Sikh community, the Guru came to the conclusion that fundamental change was necessary. Wrangling over succession to the Guruship and the false claims of Pirthi Chand, Ram Rai, Dhir Mal and others was weakening the community. Also the Masand system, designed to spread the Guru’s word and support Sikhs in outlying areas had been corrupted and misused.
16. In 1698, Guru Gobind Rai issued directions to Sikh sangats or communities in different parts not to acknowledge masands. Sikhs, he instructed, should come to Anandpur directly without any intermediaries and bring their offerings personally. The Guru thus established direct relationship with his Sikhs and ended the corrupt Masand system.

17. On 30 March 1699 Sikhs had been summoned to Anandpur in large numbers for the annual festival of Baisakhi. Gurb Gobind Rai  appeared before the assembly dramatically on that day with a naked sword in hand and spoke: "Is there present a true Sikh who would offer his head to the Guru as a sacrifice?" The words numbed the audience who looked on in awed silence. The Guru repeated the call. At the third call Daya Ram, a Sobti Khatri of Lahore, arose and humbly walked behind the Guru to a tent near by. The Guru returned with his sword dripping blood, and asked for another head. At this Dharam Das, a Jat from Hastinapur, came forward and was taken inside the enclosure. Guru Gobind Rai made three more calls. Muhkam Chand, a washerman from Dvarka, Himmat, a water-carrier from Jagannath Puri, and Sahib Chand, a barber from Bidar (Karnataka) responded one after another and advanced to offer their heads. 

18. All the five were led back from the tent dressed alike in saffron-coloured clothes  with neatly tied turbans similarly dyed, and swords dangling by their sides. Guru Gobind Singh then introduced khande da pahul, initiation by sweetened water churned with a double-edged broad sword (khanda). Those five Sikhs were the first to be initiated. Guru Gobind Singh called them Panj Piare, the five devoted spirits beloved of the Guru. These five, three of them from the so-called low-castes, a Ksatriya and a Jatt, formed the nucleus of the self-sacrificing, martial and casteless fellowship of the Khalsa. 

19. All of them were given a common surname - Singh, meaning lion,and were required to wear in future the five symbols of the Khalsa, all beginning with the letter K the kes or long hair and beard, kangha, a comb in the kes to keep it tidy, Kara, a steel bracelet, kachch, short breeches, and kirpan, a sword. They were asked to serve the helpless and fight the oppressor, to have faith in one God and to consider all human beings equal, irrespective of caste and creed. 

20. Guru Gobind Rai then himself received khande da pahul from the Panj Pyare, now invested with authority as Khalsa, and had his name changed from Gobind Rai to Gobind Singh. "Hail," as the poet Gurdas subsequently sang, "Gobind Singh who is himself Master as well as disciple." 

21. Further injunctions were laid down for the Sikhs. They must never cut or trim their hair and beards, nor smoke tobacco. A Sikh must always honor marital bonds, and not eat the flesh of an animal killed slowly in the Halaal manner.

22. The formation of the Khalsa was a turning point in the history of the Sikh religion and instrumental in shaping its evolution. Acceptance of the Khalsa Banaa implied a firm commitment to the ideals of the faith. The notion of baptism through Khande Da Pahul was an extremely powerful one and it instilled tremendous spirit into the Panth. 

